
Grants Application 

Application Details
Fund Holehird Trust 18/19 (Groups) Application no 21009
Project cost £1,500.00 Amount requested £500.00
Amount 
recommended

£500.00 Grants Officer Ellen Clements

Applicant Details
Organisation Skelsmergh Bowling Club
Post Town KENDAL District South Lakeland

Grant Priority 6 Index of Multiple 
Deprivation

94

Aims of the 
group

The purpose of the Skelsmergh Bowling Club (SBC) is to encourage social interaction and 
physical fitness in the Skelsmergh & Scalthwaiterigg parish community by means of regular 
meetings to play indoor bowling. Membership of SBC is open to residents of Skelsmergh & 
Scalthwaiterigg parish in the first instance, where residency is defined as ownership or rental 
of properties within the parish boundary, though applications for membership from interested 
persons not resident in the parish are sympathetically considered by the Management 
Committee in consultation with existing members.

Previous Funding Details
No. of grant 
applications

1 No. of 
approved 
grants

0 Total Amount 
Awarded

£0.00

Project Details
Project title Replacement of indoor bowling mats
Project detail The Skelsmergh Bowling Club's activities take place in the Skelsmergh Community Hall, 

including the indoor bowling itself. Mats are used to prevent damage to the floor of the hall, 
but the ones currently being used have now reached the end of their service life and must be 
replaced. The grant being applied for would be a contribution to the cost of replacement of two 
mats. For longevity, the Club proposes to buy medium-quality, medium-priced ones; as the 
attached quotations show, these are in the range £700 - 750 each. This is the basis for the 
costing of the project.

Need The Club has been in existence for 11 years, and membership has been and remains stable at 
about 30. This is clear evidence that the community wants the activities that the Club provides.

Disadvantage The members of the Club cannot be described as disadvantaged, but like many older people 
they face increasing isolation as they age, and the Club provides an opportunity to alleviate 
that, as above.

Benefits Provision of new bowling mats would make it possible to continue the club's activities for the 
foreseeable future, and to fulfil the aims outlined above. Failing that, there is nowhere else 
within the Skelsmergh & Scalthwaiterigg parish to host indoor bowling, and so the club would 
have to disband. The Club is one of the few communal activities for older people in the parish, 
and loss of it would entail one fewer opportunity for these people to socialise and to remain 
physically active.

Measure It is difficult to see how the benefits of Club membership might be measured, since alleviation 
of isolation and maintenance of physical fitness are difficult to quantify. The Club is, however, 
happy to provide reports of its activities and its membership level.

After funding 
ends

This is a one-off project. Purchase of replacement bowling mats will allow the Club to continue 
to function for the foreseeable future.

No of beneficiaries 30 No of volunteers 0

Expenditure

Operational costs: £0.00 Capital costs: £500.00



The only operational cost is hire of the venue 
(Skelsmergh Community Hall). The rental for each 
meeting is covered by a contribution of £1.50 by each 
participant. Any surplus is added to Club reserves.

Two bowling mats @ 750 each = 1500. Existing grants 
total: 750. Contribution from Club reserves: 250. 
Funding applied for: 500.

Income
Amount of 
funding raised so 
far

£750.00 Skelsmergh & Scalthwaiterigg Parish Council: £500.00; Cumbria 
County Council discretionary grant: £250.00

Applying 
Elsewhere

Yes

Quotes Received Yes

Assessment
Assessor’s 
comments 

Skelsmergh is a small village, situated about 4 miles (6.4 km) north of Kendal, on the A6 road.
Volunteer ran constituted group who provide indoor bowling sessions to local residents. 
Application is for 2 new matts to play indoor bowles on.  2 quotes have been provided.
They have 30 members of the club who do not pay membership but pay per session.  The 
group hire the village hall for two hours each month. 
The group do a little bit of fundraising such as coffee mornings.  The members are mainly 
older residents and this activity provides an opportunity for them to all meet up socially. 
They asked a community member to complete this application form for them as none of the 
group were confident to complete it themselves.

Recommend support conditional on them obtaining a charitable dissolution on their 
constitution and receipt of satisfactory accounts.

Priority - older people
Charitable objectives - to provide the facilities to beneficiaries


